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Noorderslag Weekend 2007:

Groningen at the centre of the international music industry

Thursday 26 October 2006

In 2007 the Noorderslag Weekend takes place on Thursday 11, Friday 12 and Saturday 13 January. The Weekend consists of EuroSonic (Europe’s Prime New Talent Event), Noorderslag Festival and Noorderslag Seminar. During EuroSonic (11 and 12 January) about 135 European acts and bands will perform on 20 stages in the city centre of Groningen. On Saturday 13 January, during Noorderslag over 45 Dutch bands and acts are playing. Again we expect an increase in the number of international music industry professionals participating in the Seminar (11-13 January).

International platform for the music industry

In 2003 the European Talent Exchange Program (ETEP) was founded. ETEP is an exchange program involving 50 European pop festivals and 24 EBU radio stations. Its aim is to have talented new acts perform on festivals all over Europe, supported by a professional media campaign, thus offering the acts a real chance of a European career. ETEP is an initiative from the Noorderslag Foundation and is supported by European Union (Education & Culture Department), European Music Office (EMO), SENA Performers, European festival organisation Yourope and Buma Cultuur. ETEP gives bands a chance of more exposure, ensures bigger success for European talent and makes EuroSonic more and more important as a platform for European live acts. From 2003 - 2006 145 European acts did 382 shows on big European festivals thanks to ETEP.

This has made the Noorderslag Weekend the main showcase and networking event for the European music industry. In 2005 about 1500 professionals came to Groningen; in 2007 we expect the over 2000 participants, 500 of whom from outside Holland. 
Focus on Italy

Noorderslag Weekend focuses on a different European country every year. This focus is expressed in the EuroSonic line-up and on the Seminar. In the past years the focus has been on France and Germany. In 2007 Italy is the focus country. In collaboration with Arezzo Wave and RAI 2 various Italian acts will play on EuroSonic. During the Seminar there is a presentation of the Italian music industry.
Presales 

Of course Noorderslag Weekend is there not only for professionals, but also for music fans. Tickets for EuroSonic can be bought from Saturday 4 November onwards, and tickets sales for the Noorderslag Festival and combination tickets for EuroSonic and Noorderslag starts on Saturday November 25. The first names of the line-up are announced shortly. 

Last year...

· 14800 visitors (sold out) 

· 32 nationalities 

· 1950 professionals (sold out) 

· 227 bands & acts 

· 30 European radio stations 

· 48 representatives of European festivals 

· Winner Pop Prize: Within Temptation

For more information please contact the Noorderslag publicity department: 0031 (0)50-3680244 or bianca.harms@noorderslag.nl 

www.noorderslag.nl 


The Noorderslag Weekend is organised by: the Noorderslag Foundation in cooperation with Buma Cultuur and De Oosterpoort (100%), European Broadcasting Union (EBU), Yourope, Network Europe en IMMF. Main sponsors: Essent Awards, Grolsch. Subsidized by: Ministry of Education, Culture & Science, City Council Groningen, Province of Groningen, Sena Performers, FAPK, Thuiskopiefonds, NVPI, STAP, EVD-CPA. Sponsored by: Sonicbids, Mojo Concerts/Live Nation, Ticket Service Nederland, The Security Company. Supported by: EMO, Bizon, Ernst & Young, Signo & S, Plato, Amsterdam Dance Event, Yourope, Network Europe, IMMF, VNPF, Ampco Pro Rent, musicXport.nl, Radio II (Italy) and fAWI. Media partners:3FM, EBU-UER, 3voor12, Intro, Visions, MTV, VIP-Booking.com, Muziek en Beeld, Music Minded, Audience, Rockpalast, Gaffa, Pollstar, The Box, FunX, LiveXS, Musicfrom.nl, ILMC, Les Inrockuptibles, TMF, Nieuwe Revu





Noorderslag Seminar is organised by Buma Cultuur, by appointment of the Noorderslag Foundation








